PUT OUR LOGO

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
SAMPLE XYLAZINE ACT LETTER TO LEGISLATORS
Strength is in numbers.  If you are interested in advocating for the Xylazine Act, you may write to our legislators on the Hill or submit the letter to CVMA to submit to them
Tammy Duckworth, U.S. Senator:  https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/connect/email-tammy
Dick Durbin, US Senator:  https://www.durbin.senate.gov/contact/email
Mike Quigley,  US Representative:  https://quigleyforms.house.gov/forms/writeyourrep/
CVMA:  info@chicagovma.org  

SAMPLE LETTER
Created by AVMA
As a veterinarian and an advocate of the profession, your support of t of the updated Combating Illicit Xylazine Act (H.R. 1266/S. 545), led by Reps. Jimmy Panetta (D-CA) and August Pfluger (R-TX) in the House and by Sens. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV) and Chuck Grassley (R-IA) in the Senate, is vital.
Xylazine is an important animal sedative used to facilitate the safe handling and treatment of many species. This drug is utilized in almost every sector of clinical practice  Limiting veterinary access to xylazine will jeopardize animal health, animal welfare, and human safety.  GIVE EXAMPLES OR REAL-LIFE STORIES.
Passage of the bill provide the DEA with the necessary tools to address the threat of illicit xylazine and track the legitimate supply by scheduling it as a Schedule III drug and requiring manufacturers and distributors to report inventory and sales to the DEA. At the same time, the legislation will ensure current veterinary uses of xylazine remain legal by amending the ‘Ultimate User’ definition in the Controlled Substances Act, as well as providing provisions to maintain the availability of the drug on the market.
Congressional action to address illicit xylazine is needed now to avoid the unintended consequences of administrative scheduling by the DEA. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and DEA support this policy and DEA even called on Congress to pass the bill by name on page three of their FY25 budget justification. 
The veterinary community recognizes and supports efforts to end the public health crisis caused by illicit xylazine. The Administration, federal agencies, and state law enforcement officials most commonly identify illicit manufacturing and importation of xylazine from overseas as predominant sources for the illicit supply. The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) does not believe there is substantial diversion of xylazine from U.S. veterinary supply channels, and the bill includes provisions to identify and address any that does occur. 
Please support the passage of the reintroduced Combating Illicit Xylazine Act as it strikes the right balance of protecting our communities while preserving veterinary access to this essential animal drug.
Thank you for your attention to this important issue facing our country, the veterinary community, our clients, and the animals under our care. 
Respectfully,

